
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOS ANGELES VALLEY COLLEGE 

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME 
The Newsletter of LAVC Athletics and the Hall of Fame:Fall 2007 

First HOF Induction a Big Success! 
Over 400 People Attended to Honor the First Twelve Honorees 

Our inaugural Hall of Fame Induction Dinner Event was an 
unqualified success!! Over 400 attendees helped honor twelve 
recipients with enthusiastic applause and Hall of Fame recognition.   
 
The honorees were: Steve Brener, Journalist; 1955 Championship 
Football Team; Cindy Shilling, Swimming; Dave Snow, Baseball; Jim 
Buffo, Football; Mike Wagenbach, Track; 1976 Woman’s 
Championship Volleyball Team; Dr. Richard Ferkel, Southern 
California Orthopedic Institute; Otis Burrell, Track; Fred Grimes, 
Football; Ed Austin, Track & Field; and Jim Fenwick, Football.   
 
A group picture was taken in front of the Wall of Fame in the Fireside 
Room adjacent to Monarch Hall and individual pictures were also 
taken with the inductee and their respective presenter.  Valley 
College president Dr. Tyree Wieder presented the 1955 Football 
team; former Los Angeles Dodger manager Tommy Lasorda pre 
sented Steve Brener; University of Oregon baseball coach George 
Horton presented Dave Snow; former Valley College track coach Nick

Giovinazzo presented both Otis Burrell and Mike Wagenbach; Valley 
College Athletic Trainer Angelo Cimity presented Dr. Richard Ferkel; 
former Valley College football coach Ed Sowash presented Fred 
Grimes; former Valley College coach Dee Stark presented the 1976 
Women Volleyball Team; former Valley College swimming coach 
Karlyne Tan presented Cindy Shilling; former Valley Star sportswriter 
Bob Kircher presented Ed Austin; and sons Tyler and Casey Fenwick 
presented their father, Jim Fenwick. 
 
These nine individuals, team members, and SCOI clearly provided a 
magnificent list of accomplishments over a span of decades and who 
continue to make significant contributions to their professions and 
community.   
 
The pictures of the dinner and induction are still available on our 
website for free downloading.  Just visit the 
www.lavc.edu/athletics/halloffame and view the pictures.  There are 
hundreds for the downloading.  Copy and paste as many as you want.     

SAVE THE DATE: INDUCTION DINNER, JUNE 28, 2008! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1) Inductee Steve Brener with Dodger’s Tommy Lasorda; 2) Inductees 1976 Volleyball Team; 3) Inductees 1955 Football team; 4) Full house in Monarch Hall;  
5) Inductee Mike Wagenbach with Nick Giovinazzo; 6) Inductee Jim Fenwick; 7) Inductee Cindy Schilling-Blatt; 8) Inductee Fred Grimes introduced by Ed Sowash;  
9) George Goff and HOF Chairman Paul Sabolic; 10) Nick Giovinazzo and Inductee Otis Burrell; 11) Inductee Jim Buffo with Athletic Director Chuck Ferrero;  
12) Inductee Richard Ferkel of SCOI; 13) Priceless! 14) George Horton and Inductee Dave Snow; 15) Inductee Ed G. Austin introduced by Alumnus Bob Kircher. 
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More Images From HOF Induction 

To promote academic success 
along with athletic success the 
Valley College Athletic 
Department established the 
Monarch Athletic Study Hall 
during the fall 2007 semester 
through the combined efforts of 
Chuck Ferrero, Athletic Director 
and James Sims, head football 
coach. Every day from 11:00 am 
to 1:30 pm, except Fridays, 
student athletes concentrate 
and work in a quiet 
environment. The study hall is 
equipped with eight internet 
access computers and three 
network printers.  
 
The Monarch Athletic Study Hall 
is a unique resource that most 
community college athletic 
programs do not provide; as a 
result, it also serves a recruiting 
tool. 
Although the computers and 
software were donated from 
different corporations, 
additional donations would go a 
long way to provide students 
athletes with the academic 
supports to succeed both in the 
classroom and on the field of 
athletics. 

New Athletic Study Hall HOF Chairman’s Report 
It is my pleasure to present our first Hall of Fame Quarterly Newsletter.  It is 
hoped that we can maintain regular contact with each of you and keep you 
updated on the Hall of Fame activities.  The Newsletters will be mailed four 
times yearly and cover Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer.     

 
                           June 30, 2007 will forever be identified as the inaugural induction event  
                           of the Valley College Hall of Fame / Wall of Fame.  For many of you, that 
evening was a reunion of sorts, bringing back hundreds of athletes, their friends and families.  
It was a re-awakening of past glory and athletic accomplishments shared by over 400 
attendees.  It was great to see all of you and we look forward to our second induction on June 
28, 2008.  So mark your calendar now and “save the date”.  Remember, you can nominate 
your favorite athlete by requesting a nomination form from our office (818) 947-2618 or 
going to the LAVC athletics website, www.lavc.edu/athletics/halloffame.  
 
We had our second annual BBQ event on September 15th during the Valley vs. Moorpark 
football game.  A section of Monarch Stadium, behind the scoreboard, has been unofficially 
designated “Hall of Fame Square” and will be used for subsequent events.   
 
We are in the process of reconvening the Hall of Fame Advisory Committee and eager to get your 
participation and active input.  Meetings of the committee are held one evening per month, dinner is 
provided, and allows our business community to get involved.  Please call the Foundation office if you 
have an interest to be on the committee (818) 947-2618.  
 
As expected, any letter from the Chairman would be incomplete without a call for financial help from our 
Monarch 1000 and Green & Gold Club members.  We cannot sustain our activities without your 
continued, yearly, financial membership contributions.  The Monarch 1000 minimum donation is $500 
yearly while the Green & Gold Club donation is only $100 yearly.  Each of these membership levels 
provides you with access to Valley College sporting events and, more importantly, the satisfaction of 
knowing you are helping to contribute to the athletic endowment.  Our goal is to raise $100,000 over the 
next three years which will help all sports.  Contact Raul Castillo for pledge information, (818) 947-2618.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of Valley College athletics and the Hall of Fame.  Please 
contact me personally (818) 439-4424 if you have any questions about the activities of the 
Hall of Fame.   
 
Paul C. Sabolic  

1 

2 3 4 

5 

12 

7 
8

9 1

1

6 

13 1 1



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 3

It’s been a long time coming, but after 
years of use, the much-heralded upgrade 
and renovation of LAVC’s athletic facilities 
is well-under way.  With the passing of local 
bond measures, fans will soon see the 
product of our efforts, evidenced by a 
dramatic improvement of the gymnasiums 
and football/track stadium. 
 
Phase I involves the reconditioning of the 
football/soccer/track stadium. Now a state 
of the art facility, it boasts a Sprinturf field 
surrounded by a 10-lane NCAA Mondo 
track, offset by a new visitor’s section 
which features greater seating 
accommodations and ramps for the 
disabled. Additionally, a second scoreboard 
with moveable text has been installed to 
display scoring times at track meets. The 
scheduled completion of a new visitors’ 
ticket-booth, restrooms, concession stand, 
and track storage facility is set for later this 
year.  The stadium can now host any 
collegiate track & field event, soccer, or 
football game.  Monarch athletes can enjoy 
training in an environment equivalent to 
every athlete’s dream.  

While both the north and south 
gymnasiums will also be renovated by 
the spring of 2008, a completely new 
pool complex is expected to be 
completed by April.  The facility will 
include an Olympic-size pool (50 
meters), a five-lane teaching pool, and 
a heated warm-up pool for divers.  
Once completed, the complex will be 
home to the Monarch swimming, 
water polo, and diving teams and will 
be available for a variety of campus 
classes as well as open to the local 
community. 
 
Riding on the shoulders of giants, 
Monarch athletics continues to drive 
the bar higher for tomorrow’s 
generation. 

Facilities 

Alumni & Coaches Update 
Former Valley College assistant baseball 
Coach George Horton was hired by the 
University of Oregon as their new baseball 
coach on September 1, 2007.  Horton was 
lured away by the Oregon Ducks from Cal 
State Fullerton where he had an impressive 
record as its baseball coach. 

 
Horton was an assistant coach at Valley from 1978 to 1980 
to Head Coach and recent Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee 
Dave Snow. During that time, Valley College won four Metro 
Conference titles and had a 156 wins and 41 loss record. In 
1982, the team went on to win the State Championship. 
 
Horton spent the last eleven seasons at Cal State Fullerton. 
The 53 year old was a two-time National Coach of the Year 
with an overall record of 490-212-1 (.698) and six College 
World Series berths, including a National Championship in 
2004. The Big West Conference named him Coach of the 
Year five times, with the honor last being bestowed after his 
third 50-win season at the Division I level in 2006. 
 
The Oregon Ducks are confident that they will return to the 
national spotlight with Horton at the helm. 

Valley College Alumnus and former Valley 
College baseball standout Abe Flores 
became the new Director of Player 
Development for the Los Angeles Angels 
on October 15, 2007.  Flores succeeds 
Tony Reagins, who has moved up to 
become the Angel’s General Manager. 

 
Flores played baseball for Valley College in 1983 and 1984 
as first-baseman and outfielder under Coach Scott Muckey 
The native of Panorama City then went on to play at 
Sacramento State where he also earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in Social Science and a minor in PE. He also 
received his Masters in  Sports Management at the 
University of Arkansas. 
 
From 1992 to 2000, Flores was an area scout in Southern 
California and Mexico for the Colorado Rockies. Flores was hired 
by the Angels in 2001 as Manager of Baseball Operations where 
he handled all administrative duties relating to scouting and 
player development.  As Director of Player Development, Flores 
will be responsible for the Angel’s minor league system, which 
features seven minor league affiliates, including a club in the 
Dominican Republic. 
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Athletic Accomplishments: 
September 28 men’s cross country runner 
Andrew Salg won the prestigious Bakersfield 
Invitational with a time of 21.13. 
 
Western State Conference athletes of the week 
in Football: 
Sione Fale’Ofa-linebacker, 8 unassisted tackles, 

2 assists, 1 sack, 1 hurry. Sione is a 6’0”; 225 
lb-sophomore from Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Anthony Kahill-7 unassisted tackles 1 tackle for 
loss and 1 interception. Anthony is a 6’3”, 225 
lb-sophomore from Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Anthony Dickson twice named football athlete 
of the week. 

 
Academics:    
 
Casey Locurto:  men’s cross country, track and 
field has been selected as the Western State 
Conference Pepsi scholar athlete for the year 
2006-2007. Casey’s overall GPA was 3.63. This 
is a very prestigious award. 
 
Los Angeles Valley College Athletes of the 
Month:       
 
September: 
Men: Andrew Salg-Cross Country-a freshman 
from Grant High School. 
Women: Patti Navarro-Water Polo- a 
sophomore from Crescenta Valley High School.    
 
Athletes of the Week:     
 
August 27, 2007: 
Men: Francisco Rodriguez-Cross Country- a 
sophomore from James Monroe High School 
Women: Daisey Gonzales- Soccer- a freshmen 
from James Monroe High School. 
 
September 9, 2007 
Men: Jason Falitz- Water Polo- a sophomore 
from John Burroughs High School. Sione 
Fale’ofa- Football- a sophomore from Honolulu, 
Hawaii 

Women: Patti Navarro-Water Polo- s sophomore 
from Crescenta Valley High School. 
 
September 10, 2007 
Men: Dan Garcia-Water Polo-a sophomore from 
John Burroughs High School. 
Women: Lachee Singleton-Water Polo-a 
freshman from Burbank High School. 
 
September 17, 2007 
Men: David Coates- Football- a freshmen from 
Stockdale High School 
Women: Jocelyn Mercado- Soccer- a freshmen 
from St. Genevieve High School. 
 
September 24, 2007 
Men: Anthony Dickson-Football- a sophomore 
from Grant High School. 
Women: Marcy Salazar-Water Polo- a freshman 
from North Hollywood High School. 
October 1, 2007: 
Men: Ricky Mulcahey-Water Polo- a sophomore 
from Crescenta Valley High School. 
Women: Lachee Singleton-Water Polo-a 
freshman from Burbank High School. 
 
October 8, 2007 
Men: Nick Finer-Football – a sophomore from 
Meadowdale High School. 
Women: Sylvia Alboniga-Cross Country-a 
freshman from Polytechnic High School. 
 
November 1, 2007 
Men: Water Polo team qualifies for Southern 
California Regional Playoffs 
Two Cross Country members qualify in State 
Championship 
Women: Cross Country Team qualify for State 
Championship. 
 
                                                                                   

Coaches Corner 
The 2008 Monarch Baseball Team is looking to compete for a 
WSC conference championship. The team will be playing on a new 
infield this season, one of the field upgrades getting done this fall. 
With a strong nucleus returning and quality freshman coming in, 
the baseball team is excited about the upcoming season. The 
Monarchs return their middle infield JP Hollywood (1st team all 
conference) and Justin Kaid (hit .350 on the season), center fielder 
Angel Nunez (1st team all conference), and a couple of starting 
pitchers. With key additions of AJ Homayun (pitcher from El 
Camino Real), Mike Sanchez (catcher from Kennedy), and Jose 
Lobatos (transfer from Mission College), the program feels 
optimistic about the 2008 season. Come out, support the team, 
and see some of the new upgrades out at the baseball field. This 
should be an exciting team to watch.  
 

Support the HOF 
Become a Member of 

 
The  monarch 1000 
• Get a life-time member card. 
• Free access to Monarch home 
games 
• Listing on Foundation Donor Wall
• Foundation Newsletter 
• Invitation to all LAVC Events 
• HOF Newsletter

or 

The Green & Gold Club 
• Get an annual member card. 
• Free access to Monarch home 
games 
• Listing on Foundation Donor Wall

The MONARCH 1000 - Minimum of $500 donation: $________ 
The Green & Gold Club - $100 membership 
 

Please Charge $___________ to my:  Visa MasterCard 
 
Credit Card # _________/__________/__________/_________ 
 
Signature __________________________________________ 
 
Expiration Date _____________________________________ 
 
My check is enclosed, made payable to: 

LAVC Foundation 
 
Please return to: 
Athletic HOF c/o LAVC Foundation 
5800 Fulton Avenue, Valley Glen, CA 91401 
 
Please tell us if you would like to volunteer or support 

Football 
Baseball 
Basketball 
Softball 
Soccer 

Swimming 
Water Polo 
Track & Field 
Hall of Fame Advisory 
Alumni Association 

HOF Nomination Form Now Online at 
l d / thl ti /h ll ff ht  

This years Valley Softball Monarch’s have just this thought in mind, we 
are staring a new season, a new year that will bring us challenges, 
obstacles, triumphs yet pride, success and conquers. As a coach it’s 
most exciting not only to make these young women into good softball 
players but help them become great women role models. This is where 
we start to believe from the beginning that we “WILL” set goals to 
achieve them on and off the field. We have an equal spilt between 
freshmen and sophomores this upcoming season. The leadership skills 
our sophomores portray shows their beginning freshmen that it’s not 
the past that determines you but the hard work toward your future that 
brings success and determination. These girls have drive and passion to 
play this game and we are not only looking forward to a great season 
bit acquiring the capacity to make our beginning becoming the best 
ending possible and play ball like a Monarchs and achieve as student-
athletes.  


